VCE UNITS INFORMATION
VCE Legal Studies Units 1 and 2
CONTENT
Unit 1: Guilt and Liability
Criminal law and civil law aim to achieve social cohesion and protect the rights of individuals. Criminal law is aimed
at maintaining social order and infringing criminal law can result in charges. Civil law deals with the infringement of a
person’s or group’s rights and breaching civil law can result in litigation.
In this unit, students develop an understanding of legal foundations, such as the different types and sources of law and
the existence of a court hierarchy in Victoria. Students investigate key concepts of criminal law and civil law and apply
these to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios to determine whether an accused may be found guilty of a crime, or liable
in a civil dispute. In doing so, students develop an appreciation of the way in which legal principles and information are
used in making reasoned judgments and conclusions about the culpability of an accused, and the liability of a party in a
civil dispute.

Unit 2: Sanctions, Remedies and Rights
Criminal law and civil law aim to protect the rights of individuals. When rights are infringed, a case or dispute may
arise which needs to be determined or resolved, and sanctions or remedies may be imposed. This unit focuses on the
enforcement of criminal law and civil law, the methods and institutions that may be used to determine a criminal case or
resolve a civil dispute, and the purposes and types of sanctions and remedies and their effectiveness.
Students undertake a detailed investigation of two criminal cases and two civil cases from the past four years to form
a judgment about the ability of sanctions and remedies to achieve the principles of justice. Students develop their
understanding of the way rights are protected in Australia and in another country, and possible reforms to the protection
of rights. They examine a significant case in relation to the protection of rights in Australia.

OUTCOMES
Unit 1
●● Students should be able to describe the main sources and types of law, and assess the effectiveness of laws
●● Students should be able to explain the purposes and key concepts of criminal law, and use legal reasoning to argue
the criminal culpability of an accused based on actual and/or hypothetical scenarios
●● Students should be able to explain the purposes and key concepts of civil law, and apply legal reasoning to argue
the liability of a party in civil law based on actual and/or hypothetical scenarios

Unit 2
●● Students should be able to explain key concepts in the determination of a criminal case, and discuss the principles
of justice in relation to the determination of criminal cases, sanctions and sentencing approaches
●● Students should be able to explain key concepts in the resolution of a civil dispute, and discuss the principles of
justice in relation to the resolution of civil disputes and remedies
●● Students should be able to evaluate the ways in which rights are protected in Australia, compare this approach with
that adopted by another country and discuss the impact of an Australian case on the rights of individuals and the
legal system
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