VCE UNITS INFORMATION
VCE Product Design and Technology
Units 3 and 4
CONTENT
Unit 3
In this unit, students are engaged in the design and development of a product that meets the needs and expectations of
potential end-users, developed through a design process and influenced by a range of complex factors.
Design and product development and manufacture occur in a range of settings. An industrial setting provides a marked
contrast to that of a ‘one-off situation’ in a small ‘cottage’ industry or a school setting. Although a product design process
may differ in complexity or order, it is central to all of these situations regardless of the scale or context. This unit examines
different settings and takes students through the product design process as they design for others. In the initial stage of
the product design process, a design brief is prepared. It outlines the context or situation around the design problem and
describes the needs and requirements in the form of constraints or considerations. Students engage in other steps of the
product design process - writing evaluation criteria, developing design drawings and choosing a preferred option, planning
for production and starting to make their designed product, and recording the initial stages of the production process.

Unit 4
In this unit, students will learn that evaluations are made at various points of product design, development and production.
In the role of designer, students judge the suitability and viability of design ideas and options by referring to the design
brief and evaluation criteria in collaboration with an end-user/s. Comparisons between similar products help to judge the
success of a product in relation to a range of product design factors. The environmental, economic and social impact of
products throughout their life cycle can be analysed and evaluated with reference to the product design factors. Students
continue to produce their product, recording their experiences and any modifications they need to make. When the product
is complete, it is evaluated and recommendations for improvements are made. Students create user instructions for the
product to ensure it is cared for appropriately.

OUTCOMES
Unit 3
In Area of Study 1, students examine how a design brief addresses particular product design factors and how evaluation
criteria are developed from the constraints and considerations in the brief. They should be able to develop an understanding
of techniques in using the design brief as a springboard to direct research and design activities.
In Area of Study 2, students examine how a range of factors, including new and emerging digital technologies, influence
the design and development of products within industrial manufacturing settings. They should be able to consider issues
associated with obsolescence and sustainability models.
In Area of Study 3, students apply the initial stages of the product design process to create a product design for an enduser, including writing an individual design brief and criteria that will be used to evaluate the finished product in Unit 4.
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