
From the Principal's Desk
Jim Laussen

It is a great pleasure to welcome you back to Overnewton for the start of a new semester and to welcome you also 

to the first edition of Whispers for Term 3.

Within this edition of Whispers you will read messages from all of our Heads of Schools and the two Heads of 

Campus providing important information about the term ahead as well as some key dates and requests. 

Additionally, some important survey links will be found on the Head of Student Services page and information about 

the forth coming parent evening that focuses on restorative practices, a key approach used across the College in 

developing powerful relationships.

On Monday afternoon of this week, I had some unexpected free time in my calendar and took advantage of this to 

watch part of the first full run through of the College musical for 2014, The Boy From Oz. Based on the life of 

Australian performer, Peter Allen, and full of some great Australian standards, this is the first time that this 

production will be performed by a school anywhere in the world.

Our cast has been honoured to receive a personal message of best wishes from Hugh Jackman who performed the 

lead in the musical in both Australia and on Broadway. It was exciting to see the extraordinary standard of every 

solo singer and every dancer and actor on the stage. The performing arts are very strong at Overnewton and this 

will be obvious on the Darebin stage in August when the musical is performed. The details about booking tickets 

can be found on the performing arts page in this edition too. This is a musical not to be missed!

Also this week, I had the opportunity to watch the first eighteen football team have a decisive victory over St 

Michaels on our Taylors Lakes Campus oval. Our first eighteen arguably are the strongest first football team the 

College has had and it was fantastic to watch skilled footballers playing together as a great team, supporting each 

other and unselfishly working together to demolish their opposition. Currently at the top of the ACS ladder, it is 

terrific that our boys are providing great competition for the traditionally strong football schools of the ACS. The 

sportsmanship observed in this game and the previous game I saw against St Leonards also at Taylors Lakes was 

a great example for all of our students about how to compete fairly and with commitment on the sporting arena.

Again, details of College sport for the term ahead are found in the following pages.

But the term ahead is not all about activities for our students. We talk so often about the wonderful community that 

is Overnewton College. Of course, this is due to the commitment of all of our families to the Family Contribution 

Scheme. So it is good for our families to be able to join together and have fun too.

The Masquerade Ball on August 2nd is a brilliant time for adults in our community to get together, let their hair 

down and have some great fun together.  This is a great opportunity for friends to get together and for new 

friendships to be formed. At a cost that is excellent value for a night out that includes food, drink, a live band and 

other entertainment, I encourage all parents to purchase a ticket and have a wonderful night out with other 

members of the College community. You do not need to purchase a whole table as the committee will ensure that 

individual ticket buyers are placed with other parents from similar parts of the College.
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I wish everyone a terrific term ahead.
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College Bulletin Board

College Bulletin Board

This page includes important College notes/dates/events including details of College dates, Principal's morning 

teas, registration matters, Education Maintenance Allowance and other relevant administrative notices.

College Dates

Thursday, 24th July
2014 CAREERS AND EMPLOYMENT EXPO from 6.30 – 8.30 pm, at the Keilor Campus

Thursday, 31st July
Year 5 and 6 disco at Canowindra

Saturday 2nd August
Parents & Friends Masquerade Ball

PARENTS AFTERNOON TEAS WITH THE PRINCIPAL
Mr Laussen will host an informal opportunity for parents to meet with him over a cup of tea. Please feel free to call 

in should you wish to have a chat, ask a question, or share a good news story about your child.

Time: 5.00pm, in the Principal's Office
Tuesday 2nd September, 2014 at Keilor Campus

Term 3
Time: 2.30 - 3.30pm, in the Principal's Office 
Keilor Campus

6th August and 2nd September 

Time: 2.30 - 3.30pm, 
Taylors Lakes Campus
28th July and 11th August

Please contact the Principal's Assistant, Josie Klarin on 9334 0149 or email if you are planning to attend.
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2014 Overnewton MASQUERADE BALL
Come and join us for a night of fun, great food and live 

entertainment

Tickets are now on sale at main reception at both campuses

Date: Saturday 2nd August

Time: 6:30pm till midnight

Where: Luxor Function Centre, Corner Sydenham Road and Keilor 

Melton Hwy, Taylors Lakes

Price: $75 per head (max 12 people per table)

Includes: Three course meal, beer, wine, soft drink and live entertainment

Dress Code: Formal, Mask Optional

Any queries contact: Lori 0403 274 300

Final week to purchase tickets.  Booking forms are available at the administration offices at both campuses 

or call Lori for further assistance.  

Reminder: Education Maintenance Allowance - Second Installment
Forms are available from the Keilor Campus or Taylors Lakes Campus administration offices.  To be eligible you 

must be a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary school student up to the age of 16 and hold a pensioner 

concession or health care/benefit card, be a Veteran Affairs (TPI) pensioner, or a foster parent of the student.

Application forms must be returned to Kim Prestage, C/- Keilor Campus by  Friday, 1 August 2014.

Gary Bonello, Business Manager

2014 Careers and Employment Expo
Thursday, 24th July 2014 from 6.30 – 8.30 pm, at the Keilor Campus

Compulsory for Year 9 and Year 10 students, families welcome

Click here for further information.

STUDENT WITHDRAWALS FROM THE COLLEGE
As part of the "Conditions of Entry" to Overnewton Anglican Community College, signed by all families upon 
confirmation of enrolment "One full term's written notice is required to withdraw a student from the College. If one 
full term's notice is not given to the College, one full term's fees will be charged."

Notifications should be sent to Mrs Diane King

SIBLING APPLICATIONS

A REMINDER TO OVERNEWTON FAMILIES
Parents who have a child attending Overnewton College and are interested in obtaining a position for other siblings 

in their family should contact the Registrar, Diane King on 9334 0141 and request an application form as soon as 
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possible.

Some vacancies still exist for Prep 2014 and 2015.

 

Whispers v28/20 23 JULY 2014



Head of Keilor Campus
Rob Huntington

Semester 2 Begins

I welcome back all members of the College community to Semester 2, particularly new students and their families. 

A number of staff join us this term or are returning from leave. Robyn Garnett will resume teaching her Year 6 class 

while Clare Fisher, who was teaching Ms Garnett's class in Term 2, will take Melinda Cimera's classes duirng Term 

3. Abigail Brown joins us to take Petra Parker's Year 2 class and Natalie Miller will be Acting Prep -Year 2 

Coordinator, while Mrs Parker enjoys her maternity leave with her newborn son. Cindy van der Ree joins us to 

teach Indonesian and Daisy Grinter will be the Junior School counsellor during Term 3. Joanne Chisheshe will be 

teaching Year 3 this term and Karen Bonello will take on administration duties in the Senior School. I welcome all 

these new and returning staff.

Campus Developments During the Term Break

The development of the sports courts behind Senior School began during the break with the removal of the old 

asphalt surface, compaction of the underlying substrate and installation of the drainage system. Over the next four 

weeks, we look forward to the installation of the artificial surface which will be of great benefit to students, 

particularly in Senior School.

Multilingual signage has also been installed around the Campus. This includes all directional information in English, 

German, Indonesian and Mandarin.

Saturday's Working Bee

Despite cool and drizzly conditions, a committed band of parents worked hard to ensure the Campus was in great 

shape for the beginning of term. The cleaning group were busy working on windows around the administration 

building while further work on the Junior School grounds will reduce mud from shoes being transported into the 

building. The group working on garden borders has moved its focus to the Middle School and the catering group 

continue to provide excellent meals for the workers. I remind all attending parents that have not participated in a 

Working Bee Induction to do so at the next working bee, as this is an important aspect of the College's OH&S 

compliance. Induction training will be occurring at working bees during Semester 2.

Thank you to all parents that attended on Saturday.
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Head of Taylors Lakes Campus
Gabe Alessandrini

Welcome to Term 3

Welcome back! 

I trust that all of the students and their families had a very restful and enjoyable break and are all recharged and 

ready to take on all that Term 3 has to offer. 

During the break a lot of the cyclic maintenance tasks that cannot be done during the regular term time have been 

completed including upgrades to the computer network and infrastructure and new signage around the Campus.

This term we welcome two new staff members - Octavia Rae and Imogen McLennan. Octavia is working in 

Learning Development and Support replacing Danielle Yakoubian and Imogen is working in Junior School in Year 2 

replacing Joann Hazelton once she goes on family leave later this term. We are very pleased to have Octavia and 

Imogen with us for the remainder of the year.

We also welcome back:

Michael Atkinson who returns from long service leave,

Lisa Haranas and Kathrine Bowyer who both return from family leave.  Lisa will be working at Canowindra and 

Kathrine will be working in Learning Development and Support.

Felicity Woodlock who returns from leave.

Mary Nawrocki who returns from leave.

Given the cold weather we are experiencing it is almost unnecessary to remind families that winter uniform is to be 

worn during Term 3.  The student diaries will have all of the relevant information regarding the winter uniform and 

all uniform items can be purchased from the College Shop at the Keilor Campus.

Again, welcome back and I hope that Term 3 is very enjoyable and productive for everyone.

Working Bee Thank You

Thank you to all of the parents who attended last Saturday's working bee.  We are all very grateful to have returned 

to a Campus looking so clean and tidy.  As is always said, the efforts of all parents is very much appreciated.

Transport Between Taylors Lakes Campus and Keilor Campus

For everyone’s information, the schedule for the inter-campus bus service is as follows:

MORNING

BUS 1: Leaves Keilor Campus at 8:30 – 8:35am   Arrives at Taylors Lakes Campus at 8:45 – 8:50am
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BUS 2: Leaves Keilor Campus at 8:40 – 8:45am   Arrives at Taylors Lakes Campus at 8:55 – 9:00am

NOTE: Bus 2 is traditionally known as the “Late Bus” because it waits for the connecting buses from Sunbury and 

Craigieburn before departing for Taylors Lakes Campus and depending on traffic conditions on the Old Calder 

Highway sometimes arrives late.

AFTERNOON     

BUS 1: Leaves Taylors Lakes Campus at 3:25 – 3:30pm Arrives at Keilor Campus at 3:40 – 3:45pm

BUS 2: Leaves Taylors Lakes Campus at 3:30 – 3:35pm Arrives at Overnewton Rd stop at 3:45 – 3:50pm

BUS 3: Leaves Taylors Lakes Campus at 3:35 – 3:40pm Arrives at Overnewton Rd stop at 4:00pm

A comprehensive bus schedule can be obtained by going to www.kastoria.com.au and clicking on the Moonee 

Ponds Hillside 476 link.

PLEASE NOTE:  These times may vary at times due to traffic conditions.

Car Park and Drop-Off/Pick-Up Zone Procedures

It is timely at the beginning of the term to remind families of the procedures for dropping off and picking up students 

at the beginning and end of the school day. (See Car Park Map below).

For families that prefer to park their vehicles and accompany their children to their classrooms in the morning or 

wait for them at the end of the day, there are several car parking spaces in the main Campus car park or 

alternatively, across the road in the council car park at the soccer club.

Families that prefer to drop off their children in the morning and pick them up at the end of the day without having to 

park their vehicles can use the drop-off/pick-up zone. This area is designed for vehicles to pull in for a short period 

of time (3 minutes max.) and either drop off or pick up children, and then pull out again into the main traffic flow 

through the car park. The drop-off/pick-up zone is not meant to be an area for vehicles to park and wait for children 

to arrive. As we all know, children can sometimes take a while to get from their classroom to the drop-off/pick-up 

zone at the end of the day, so parking and waiting will only cause congestion within the car park which will spill out 

into Robertsons Road. If your child is not at the drop-off/pick-up zone when you arrive, simply do another circuit of 

the car park. This will keep traffic flowing.

Please respect the four disabled parking spaces and leave them for the members of our College community that 

have permits to park in those spots. Also, please do not use the staff car parking area to drop off and pick up 

students. In all of this, the safety of the students is of utmost importance.
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Head of Junior School
Taylors Lakes Campus

Welcome Back!

Following article by Tracy Fielder - Head of Junior School Taylors Lakes Campus

Welcome to the second half of the school year.  I hope you all enjoyed a restful mid year break and managed to 

stay warm in the cold weather.  I’m sure many of you managed to seek out some warmth elsewhere in the country 

or world and I look forward to hearing the stories from the students as they settle back into school.

Scarves, Gloves and Beanies

Our winter mornings continue to be very cold and many of our students cleverly keep warm with gloves, scarves 

and beanies. These items are acceptable at school as long as they are navy blue in colour. No other colours will be 

accepted.

Please also note that a skivvy or long sleeved top is not to be worn under the uniform if it can be seen in any way 

(either sports or academic uniform). Our students are able to wear their jumpers and jackets for warmth when they 

are playing outside.

Thank you for your assistance with ensuring the school uniform is worn with pride.

Staffing

We are very excited to welcome Mrs Imogen McLennan to the Junior School team this semester.  Mrs McLennan 

will be teaching Year 2H when Mrs Hazelton heads off on maternity leave (her last day will be 1
st

 August).  We are 

very lucky to have Mrs McLennan and Mrs Hazelton working together for the first week of this term in order to 

ensure the transition between teachers is an effective one.  The two teachers have also been working very hard 

during the holidays preparing for the term ahead. 

We also welcome Miss Octavia Rae who will be working in the Learning Development and Support Faculty 

supporting Junior School students while Mrs Yakoubain is on maternity leave.

I am sure our new staff will feel very welcomed by our Taylors Lakes families and enjoy their time in our school.

Cross Curricular Learning

We continue to review and refine our Cross Curricular Learning (CCL) programs through an Inquiry approach in 

both Junior Schools.  The Junior School teachers spent some of their time during the staff day on Monday working 

through a two-hour workshop refining and deepening their understanding of how to plan and deliver the CCL units 

of inquiry to their students. Throughout the day the teachers worked through the ‘unpacking’ of central ideas and 

further enhanced their knowledge of concepts and the use of these when teaching through an inquiry approach.  

You will see the key concepts that our Junior Schools have adopted printed around classrooms and hear these 
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talked about more and more in our community.

The key concepts used to ‘drive’ the Junior School inquiry units are;

—  Form – What is it like?

—  Function – How does it work?

—  Causation – Why is it like it is?

—  Change – How is it changing?

—  Connection – How is it connected to other things?

—  Perspective – What are the points of view?

—  Responsibility – What is our responsibility?

—  Reflection – How do we know?

Two, sometimes three, of these concepts are selected to form the basis of the learning.  All questions and activities 

are developed through these concepts.  Teachers have had further training in order to use these same concepts 

through other key learning areas.  Rather than using purely a ‘fact-based’ approach to teaching and learning, our 

students will now also experience learning through conceptual lenses. Concept-based curriculum raises the bar for 

curriculum design, instruction and assessment because it forces students to use other forms of analysis to evaluate 

the issues they are learning about.  The big ideas, guiding questions and related performances cause students to 

examine and understand the particular perspectives, emotions, causes and effects of events and issues in different 

times and places.  We look forward to sharing more of this with you at the upcoming parent evening being held later 

this term (28th August).

CASEA (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAHMS) And Schools 
Early Action)

We are very excited to be in partnership with the Royal Children’s Hospital this Semester as we embark on the 

CASEA program.  Challenging or disruptive behaviour is common in child development, however, when this 

behaviour occurs regularly

it can impact on a child’s progress at school and their social-emotional development. Research has found that if 

these behaviours are not corrected in early development these individuals are more likely to have ongoing 

problems in their personal and work lives. These may include problems with alcohol, drugs and the law.

Working with parents and schools the CASEA program aims to help these children improve their behaviours early 

in life and make the most of their opportunities in the future. CASEA has been developed by The Royal Children’s 

Hospital, with funding from the Mental Health Branch of the Victorian Government and support of Victorian schools 

and community organisations. This program is being run through public, catholic, and private schools in the 

Western and North Western suburbs of Melbourne. It is offered over two terms of the school calendar for all 

children in Years Prep to  Year 3.
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On Tuesday of this week parents of students in Prep to Year 3 would have received information and a survey from 

the Royal Children’s Hospital CASEA program. It is essential that all surveys be returned to school by Friday of 

this week.  Your cooperation with this will be greatly appreciated so that we are able to assist the Royal Children’s 

Hospital clinicians to prepare for the program.  Regular information will be shared with you via Whispers.

The Taylors Lakes and Keilor Campus Junior School and Senior School Student 
Representative Council Leadership afternoon

Following article by Joann Hazelton

On Tuesday the 24th of June, Junior School Student Representative Council leaders along with eight members of 

the Seniors School Leadership Team participated in a team-building afternoon at the Taylors Lakes Campus. This 

afternoon built on the relationships developed at the Leadership Conference in March. The afternoon promoted the 

connection across the schools and gave the students the skills to become better leaders. 

The very talented Senior School leaders ran this special afternoon organising a variety of activities that promoted 

creativity, working together, team building and achieving success as a group. The activities included ‘Jockeys 

Up/Jockeys Down’, an Ipad film challenge, ‘Blindfold Minefield’, a jigsaw activity and the ‘Hoops Challenge’. It was 

wonderful to see the students across the campuses working together, developing their leadership skills and forging 

friendships. Mrs Fielder, Mrs McNaughton, Mrs Zalakos, Mrs Old, Mr Adams, Mrs Alessandrini, Ms Treacey and 

Mrs Hazelton were all on hand, encouraging the students to be their best and work together in this supportive 

environment. This wonderful afternoon ended with the students enjoying a very special celebration dinner involving 

pizza. We will continue to nurture and foster these relationships between the two campuses as the students move 

through the College.
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Coming Events, Junior School – Taylors Lakes Campus

Wednesday 30th July - 17th September
Year 4 swimming

Monday 4th August
Year 3 excursion to CERES

Wednesday 13th August
Independant Primary School Heads of Australia Music Festival

Thursday 14th August
Staff Training Day - student free day

Monday 18th August
Family Life Information Evening

Thursday 28th August
Parent Information Evening - Cross Curriculum
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Head of Junior School
Keilor Campus

Week 1 Term 3 2014

Following article by Anne McNaughton - Head of Junior School Keilor Campus

A very warm welcome back to all of our families. We trust that everyone has had the opportunity to share some 

special family moments and recharge the batteries for the upcoming term.

A reminder to parents that the uniform expectations are outlined on pages 9 and 10 of the student diary. Particular 

attention is often needed in relation to the removal of nail polish and jewellery as we commence each term.

This term there will be two assemblies – Monday the 4th of August and Monday the 15th of September at 2.30pm. 

The Term 3 House event is being held on Monday the 1st of September at 2pm. Parents are encouraged to come 

along to each of these afternoons and join in the celebrations.

This term we welcome Mrs Joanne Chisheshe, Ms Abigail Brown and Mrs Daisy Grinter to the staff of the Junior 

School. Joanne will be working with 3C while Ms Connor is on long service leave and Abigail will be covering 2P 

while Mrs Parker is on family leave. The students in each of these classes were able to spend time with their new 

teachers in the last week of Term 2. Daisy will be covering Mrs Garkel, the Junior School counsellor, while she is 

on long service leave.  Mrs Natalie Miller will assume the position of Acting Prep to Year 2 Co-ordinator in Mrs 

Parker’s absence.

As always, we have a busy term ahead, with two of the highlights being Book Week and Footy Day. Mrs Zalakos, 

Mr Adams and I also commence the interviews for the 2015 Prep students next week. It seems like only yesterday 

that we were meeting our 2014 Preps for the first time. Exciting times ahead!

House Report from Term 2

Following article by Rachel Crandles, Pasteur House Co-ordinator, Junior School, Keilor Campus

We had yet another busy and exciting term in the Junior School House Program in Term 2. Students were able to 

earn points for their House by gaining values tokens, collecting rubbish at lunchtime, participating in Year 3 and 4 

House lunchtime sports, and of course the House Performance. On the last Wednesday afternoon of Term 2, the 

results were revealed and the winning team was….Newton! Congratulations Newton! The final scores were:

1st – Newton   1214

2nd – Curie       988

3rd – Edison     969

4th – Pasteur    944

Congratulations to all students for their enthusiastic approach to all House activities last term. It was tremendous to 
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see everyone having fun and working together towards a common goal. Well done and we look forward to more 

great activities in House in Term 3.

Coming Events Term 3, 2014

Term 3
WINTER UNIFORM to be worn this term

Thursday 24th July
Year 4 Athletics Carnival

Friday 25th July
Chapel, Prep to Year 2,  1.40pm - 2.15pm

Chapel, Years 3 and 4, 2.45pm - 3.20pm, Assembly Hall, Rev Kim Hosting

Friday 1st August
House Assembly – PE Uniform required - students only

Chapel, Prep to Year 2 , 1.40pm - 2.15pm

Chapel, Years 3 and 4,  2.45pm - 3.20pm, Assembly Hall,Prep P Hosting

Monday 4th August
Parent Education Evening - Sustaining Positive Relationships – Sports and Performing Arts Building, Keilor 

Campus – 7.00pm

Tuesday 5th August
Year 4 History Box Incursion

Wednesday 6th August
House Assembly – Uniform as per class timetable - students only

Thursday 7th August
College Musical

Friday 8th August
Chapel, Prep to Year 2, 1.40pm - 2.15pm

Chapel, Years 3 and 4,  2.45pm - 3.20pm, Assembly Hall, Prep R Hosting

College Musical

Tuesday 12th August
House Assembly  – Uniform as per class timetable - students only
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Wednesday 13th August
Year 4 to 6 District Athletics,  9.00am – 3.20pm

Combined Junior School Choir  Independent Primary School Heads of Australia ( IPSHA) Music Festival

Thursday 14th August
STUDENT FREE DAY

Friday 15th August
Chapel, Prep to Year 2,  1.40pm - 2.15pm

Chapel, Years 3 and 4,  2.45pm - 3.20pm,  Assembly Hall,  Prep BK Hosting
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Heads of Middle School
Jan Jolley   Tim Mahon

Welcome to Term 3

We are all excited to welcome families and student to Term 3.

We extend a warm welcome to all families in Middle School. As we start Term 3 we welcome Robyn Garnett back 

from long service leave and Mary Nawrocki to the team at Taylors Lakes. We also wish Sarah Ferguson all the best 

as she begins family leave.

Reports

Students received their mid year reports on the last day of term. If you have any concerns with regard to the reports 

please do not hesitate to contact either the subject teacher or the Head of School.

Year 5/6 Disco

On Thursday 31st July the Parent Support Teams have organised a cross campus disco for the Year 5/6 students 

at Canowindra. The disco begins at 7pm and concludes at 8:30pm. Students have been given a permission note for 

this event.

Uniform

School uniform is an integral part of developing a sense of identity for our students. It develops unity and, when 

worn well, demonstrates a sense of pride and attachment to the Overnewton community. It provides equity and 

allows students to be judged by their underlying qualities and personal character, rather than superficial aspects of 

their appearance.

College uniform and general appearance form part of the learning environment in which teachers and students are 

working collaboratively to develop the best learning outcomes, where the classroom is a place of learning, rather 

than a social venue.

Hence, we ask for your support by ensuring your children present themselves correctly for school so that we can 

commence the year with a focus on teaching and learning.

In particular:

Blazers should be worn into the Middle School precinct after arriving at school by either car, bus or on foot. The 

same applies when leaving school at any time of day.

Girls’ skirts need to extend to the knee. If skirts are too short, students will be required to go home to have the 

skirt lengthened.

Hair needs to be neat, should not fall over the eyes, natural in colour and not extreme in style or cut. If hair does 
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not meet these expectations, students will be required to go home and arrange for a suitable haircut.

Only one small plain ear stud or sleeper may be worn on the lobe at the bottom of each ear. No other jewellery, 

piercings or adornments may be worn, other than a watch or a small cross on a chain. Incorrect jewellery will be 

confiscated. New piercings undertaken during the term break are not relevant to school and will not be accepted 

as a reason to have sleepers or other devices that do not conform with College requirements.

Make up and nail polish are not to be worn.

Only College bags and computer bags may be brought onto the Campus, except for bags or cases required for 

specialist sporting equipment (such as tennis racquets), camps or musical instruments. Incorrect bags will be 

confiscated and a plastic bag provided for their contents.

Coming events

28th July
 Keilor Campus Year 6 Excursion to Parliament House

31st July
Year 5/6 Disco

4th August
Taylors Lakes Campus Year 5 Sovereign Hill Excursion

Parent Education Evening

7th – 10th August
College Musical

13th August
Year 4 – 6 District Athletics

18th August
Book Week

Science Week

21st August
Year 8 LOTE Excursion

 27th August
School Alive Tour

28thAugust
Year 7/8 Disco

1stSeptember
Year 7 Maths Games Day

5th September
Father’s Day Stall

10th September 
Baptism and Confirmation

11th September
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Student Led Conferences

15th & 16th Sept
5/6 Musical

17th September
Taylors Lakes Campus Battle Of Houses

17th September
Year 7 Immunisation

18th September
Keilor Campus Battle Of Houses

19th September
Last Day of Term 3
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Head of Canowindra
Derek Summerton

Matthew at Helping Hands Mission Inc.

Matthew Cadzow was recently asked to attend a VIP night for local charity, Helping Hands Mission Inc. Matthew 

has been doing volunteer work with Helping Hands Mission since having completed voluntary service there as part 

of the Year 9 curriculum.

Helping Hands Mission is a not-for-profit organisation that provides emergency support to Victorian families and 

individuals who are suffering as a result of extreme circumstance. They provide a range of great services to people 

in difficult situations as well as supplying material aid in the form of furniture, whitegoods, clothing and food in 

partnership with 30 other aid agencies.

Matthew was invited to attend the VIP night as the organisations youngest volunteer, and was attending with Cecil, 

who at 88yrs is the charity’s oldest volunteer.  Helping Hands Mission Inc. has 140 volunteers and runs two full time 

Op shops, including Australia’s biggest Op shop in Fullarton Rd Airport West.

Pictured below is  Matthew with Melanie Kent , Ben Carroll MP, and Cecil

Helping Hands Mission Inc. is currently trying to raise funds to secure permanent warehouse space for the huge 

volume of goods required to support aid agencies across Victoria.

If you are interest in donating please go to https://www.chuffed.org/project/saveourhome or visit the Op Shop at 492 

Fullarton Rd Airport West.

Need a blazer for 2015?

Students who require a new blazer for 2015 are advised to visit the College Shop before  August 7th.  Families can 
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refer to the College Shop section in Whispers which has information about opening times including Saturday 

openings during Term 3.

Canowindra’s Got Talent
Following article by Elise Moon 9 Red

The Canowindra’s Got Talent was the event of the term! Many students took the opportunity to expose their hidden 

talents for House points. It was a great turn out given the number of students who performed. On the day of the 

talent show there were media files presented by the very talented Media Makers students from their activity class. 

Bands performed from the Rock Band activity, a dance number by Rock It Out students and many other students 

who just took up the opportunity to perform without even being involved in those activities. It was fantastic to see 

the enthusiasm and encouragement that was present from the audience and participants on the day. With thanks to 

the Canowindra House Captains and dedicated teachers. Without them the event wouldn’t have happened.  A 

massive thank you to all who performed on the day and to the judges who came along to judge the performances. 

Hopefully, for the next Canowindra’s Got Talent, we can look forward to many more talented students, and 

performances to come.
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Canowindra Events Term 3 2014

Monday 4th August
Focus Week 5 begins

Friday 22nd August
Book Week Author - Scott Gardner

Monday 1st September
Focus Week 6 begins

Preliminary Outdoor Education Camp leaves
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Head of Senior School
Lauren Old

Student Leadership Collaboration

On Tuesday 24th June from 4.00-6.00pm, members of the Student Executive met with the Junior School leaders 

from both campuses at Canowindra to run a leadership workshop. The afternoon was a great success and all 

students thoroughly enjoyed this experience. The Student Executive ran different workshops and activities to help 

develop the leadership skills of our younger leaders and were able to use this time to show how far they have come 

in their leadership journey. They were also very impressed with the insight, enthusiasm and participation of all of 

the Year 4 student leaders as well. These workshops where different year levels get to work together is a really 

great experience and worthwhile opportunity for all involved. I would like to thank the Student Executive, the Year 4 

leaders and the staff that helped to assist to make this such a successful afternoon.
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Careers Expo

This year the Careers Expo will be held on Thursday 24th July from 6.30pm – 8.30pm. This event is compulsory for 

Year 9 and 10 students and highly recommended for Year 11 and 12 students. The Expo provides the opportunity 

for students and parents to speak to a wide range of tertiary course providers, employers and parents representing 

various occupations as well as Senior School staff. Please note the new Expo finishing time of 8.30pm. 

Subject Selection Process

Year 10 and 11 students are in the process of planning and choosing their subjects for the coming year/s. All 

students should have read through the Senior School Course Handbook to determine which subjects they are 

thinking of undertaking. The Careers Expo this Thursday is also an ideal opportunity to meet with Senior School 

staff to clarify and ask questions about subjects that they are interested in.

Students will also be meeting with their mentors during the enhancement time on Tuesday 29th July during periods 

5 and 6. This allows students and mentors time to meet individually and go through their draft subject selection 

sheet and help to talk about and clarify their thinking and choices. Students will be able to submit their final options 

online from the start of next week. It is highly recommended that students have completed the online process by 

Friday 1st August. This will allow students time to print their forms, gather all the required paperwork and signatures 

to submit these to the Senior School administration office by the final deadline.
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Fit To Drive

On Thursday 31st July, all Year 11 students will be participating in the Fit To Drive program. This program will run 

from 11.00-3.30 (normal classes will run for periods 0 and 1). The College has run this program in the past and it 

has been well acknowledged and received by the students who have participated previously. The program’s main 

aim and focus is to reduce the road toll and trauma that young people face, including identifying risk taking 

behaviours and how to minimise these. There will be various sessions run throughout the day and smaller 

workshop sessions where students will be able to talk about road safety issues.

As most students in Year 11 have their learners permit, this is a great opportunity for students to learn correct and 

positive driving habits before they start getting their drivers licence.

House Performance DVD

Our annual House Performance event was another spectacular night of entertainment this year. Students can relive 

this night with their own copy of all performances. The House Performance DVD will be available for students from 

the beginning of Term 3 for the cost of $10 each. Students need to see Ms Old to purchase their copy of this DVD 

(money should be placed in an envelope with the student name and mentor group on the front).
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Head of Student Services
Tim Jezard

Several years ago, the Department of Education & Training launched the "It's Not Ok To Be Away" campaign to 

support and improve student attendance in Victorian schools. Students tend to miss school for a variety of reasons 

with the main causes being illness/injury, truancy, school refusal (your child does not want to attend school) and 

school withdrawal (family holidays, helping parents at home, etc). The following Michael Grose article talks about 

why it is important for your child to attend school and some of the implications of not attending or even being late. If 

your child is having difficulty getting to school on time or at all, please don't hesitate to contact myself, one of the 

school counsellors or your Head of School for support.

Insights_Its_not_okay_to_be_away.pdf

Sustaining Positive Relationships

On Monday 4 August, International expert on Restorative Practices, Mr David Vinegrad will be speaking on the 

importance of sustaining positive relationships for students, parents and staff. For details on how to book for this 

event, please see the attached flyer below.

David Vinegrad flyer 2014.pdf

Parent Education Survey on Technology

The College eSafe committee has developed a short survey asking parents to gather their ideas for future 

education and information sessions relating to digital technologies. We hope you can spare a few minutes to share 

your thoughts with us so that we can provide you with the most relevant and convenient training. To complete the 

survey, please click on the following link:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/N7JCS6F
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Music and Theatre

Encore

Boy From Oz

Tickets are now on sale for the Boy from Oz.

The Boy From Oz is the most successful Australian musical ever and the first to make it to Broadway.  Overnewton 

College is proud to be the first school to perform this show - worldwide! It is a musical biography/tribute to the late 

great Peter Allen.

Peter Allen was born in the outback Australian town of Tenterfield in 1944.  He made his entertainment debut at the 

age of 5 impersonating Al Jolson.  As a teenager he became a pop star and then toured Asia.  There he met Judy 

Garland who took him to London where he met and become engaged to her daughter Liza Minnelli.  In the US, 

Peter enjoyed the highs of success by winning an Oscar, selling out performances in Radio City Music Hall, and 

receiving adulation when he returned to Australia.  There were also plenty of lows … breaking up with his wife, 

staging a Broadway flop, the death of his partner and his own battle with illness.

This show is on 7th to 10th of August at Darebin Arts Centre.

Whispers v28/20 23 JULY 2014

http://www.darebinartscentre.com.au/Page/page.asp?Page_Id=719&h=0


Whispers v28/20 23 JULY 2014



Sport

Activate

Sport Results week ending Friday 27th June

Senior
The senior teams were the only cohort in action this round for interschool sport.  We saw an excellent senior soccer 

win this round that came from some awesome teamwork and great shooting during the first half that gave the 1st 

boys' soccer an unbeatable lead and they ran out winners 5-0. The boys of the 2nd soccer team started strong with 

a half time score of 7-3 and continued kicking goals to win by 14 goals at the final siren with the full time score 19-

5.  This soccer team should be proud of their efforts. It was a loss to the third senior soccer team; however, Bradley 

De Cruz showed skill with his penalty in the first half.

Netball scores were outstanding with a win for both the senior 1st and 2nd teams. Congratulations to all players in 

the 2nd team for the 26-goal win against Thomas Carr. Melissa Hinch was a key player in this match as goal attack. 

Likewise, the 1st team had a great win considering both defenders were absent for this game. A big thank you to 

Taylah Rich and Georgia Hubble for stepping in and both playing fabulous games. It was a very physical game in 

goals and Sarah Richardson and Matilda Lethlean should be proud of their efforts. The 17-goal win can be 

attributed to the tireless efforts of all players. Jessie Cameron and Ruby Cashmore played very well as defenders 

and Tess Buchanan ran the centre position beautifully.

It was a dual win for our 1st and 2nd girls' Futsal teams this round against Thomas Carr. Great play from our top 

scorer in the first team, Sarah Gonsalves, as her efforts were tremendous contributing 8 goals to the 12 scored in 

this match. With a half time score of 6-0, the second team continued to dominate the match into the final half. Top 

effort from the key goal scorer Minne Hudaverdi with seven of the twelve, but the second team were well on their 

way to victory with outstanding play from the whole team.

Through some awesome teamwork and great shooting a great start had the 1st girls' basketball team win this 

match 44-28. We witnessed some steadying baskets from Emma Baddeley, Alex McKellar and Danielle Rosales 

and congratulations to these key players. Our 2nd girls' basketball team showed the same strength and the girls 

had control early. All our girls contributed to a phenomenal team win. Elise Ward played well for 26 points, Carrissa 

Normarhas fought hard for the entire match with 14 points and Stevie West continued to impress with 14 points. All 

girls should be commended for the win 79-14.

Pictured right is 1st boys' volleyball on the defence against Thomas Carr College

It was a great win for the 1st boys' volleyball. With a final score of 4 sets - 0, congratulations goes 

out to the team for dominating this game against Thomas Carr. It was a top team effort by everyone 

and it was fantastic to see every team member working well together. Special mention to the top 

servers, Carlo Rosales and Adam Pisani.

It was a 20 point win for the 1st mixed beach volleyball team and they should all be proud of such and awesome 
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