
Senior Chaplain
Kim Cruickshank

Every year, at this time, as our Year 12 students nestle down into ‘very serious work mode’, we are reminded of the 

rhythms of the school year and of how time can appear to go so very fast and so very slowly all at once. The ‘long 

haul’ of 13 years schooling seems to have shot by in an instant, but when we think of all the discussions and 

conversations and hours we have put in together, it is easy to see how it took that long.

Our seniors, along with our younger charges, can appear so mature and ‘grown up‘, at the same time as they 

remind us of all that is yet for them to learn and discover.

Chaplains are keenly aware of these ‘seasons of life’ and of how there is a continual flow between the careful 

nurture of the new and the fruitful abundance that maturity produces. Just as in nature it is a cycle that is repeated 

many, many times over, each time resulting in stronger growth, deeper roots or foundations, and a gradual 

spreading out further and further from the place where growth began.

It makes sense then that after all this time together, our most senior students are ready to venture out…’beyond us’.

Over recent weeks, our Year 12s have had their Final Assembly, their last Presentation Night, their last Chapel 

and, of course, Closure Day - much attention has been cast their way. Just before they headed home to study and 

prepare for  their exams, however, I invited our Year 12 cohort to pause for a moment and consider our youngest 

friends - this year’s Prep classes. “What would you like to tell them?” I asked. “Having spent all this time at school, 

and now that you are at this point, what would you say to our youngest friends?”

The students then got together in groups to consider what they might want to pass on. Each class letter was signed 

by the students who composed it and unique letters will be distributed to each Prep class in coming days.

What did they write? I will include a few random snippets below, but it is how they wrote that was most inspiring. 

These young people, who have much pressure at this juncture in their academic journey, were able to set aside 

their own needs and matters, in order to nurture our young ones - to nurture that fresh growth.

No signs of fatigue or sorrow or despair were evident, even if our letter writers felt so, because they understood 

that - in that particular moment - it was their turn to pass something on, to leave a legacy, to rise by lifting others.

"Be grateful for the beautiful school that surrounds you" wrote one group. "Take every opportunity you can" wrote 

another, and another: "You have your teachers and peers beside you."

"Listen to your family and teachers, but most importantly, try your best." "Try to be kind.”

I am currently on sick leave and am hoping that some poor unsuspecting person will call in to a talkback radio 

station decrying the "young people of today" because, from where I sit, we have many of whom we can be 

immensely proud and a great deal for which we can be thankful.

As we continue our parenting, mentoring, guiding, loving and teaching our young, let us give thanks for the very fact 

of them and for all they give us right back.
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College Bulletin Board

College Bulletin Board

This page includes important College notes/dates/events including details of College dates, Principal's morning 

teas, registration matters and other relevant administrative notices.

College Dates

Monday 31st October
Mid-term holiday (except for Year 12s with exams scheduled)

Tuesday 1st November
Melbourne Cup Day public holiday

Saturday 5th November
Annual Fair

Sunday 6th November
Working Bee, half-day Fair clean-up, Taylors Lakes Campus

Monday 7th November
Parent Education Evening

Wednesday 9th November
Report writing day - student free Prep to Year 9

Thursday 17th November
Parents & Friends Annual General Meeting, 7pm, The Atrium, Senior School, Keilor Campus. (Refer below for 

further details.)

For 2016 College term dates please click here or visit the College website for the Events Calendar.

Parents & Friends Annual General Meeting
Thursday 17th November, 7pm, The Atrium, Senior School, Keilor Campus
All parents are invited to attend Overnewton Parents and Friends Annual General Meeting. There will be an 

address from the Chair of the committee and our Principal Jim Laussen, Treasurer's report and an election for 

vacancies on the 2017/18 committee. Please click here for a copy of the agenda. If you are interested in 

becoming a committee member, please complete this form. If you are interested in becoming a friend of the 

Association, please complete this form.

For further information in general or about committee positions please contact Carolyn on 0438 507 203.
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30 Year Celebration Ball
2017 marks an important milestone in the history of Overnewton. It has been 30 years since the foundation of our 

College.

As part of the celebrations next year, a significant event on the calendar will be the 30 Year Celebration Ball. 

Many will remember our previous Celebration Balls. Our 20 Year Celebration Ball was held at the historic 

Exhibition Buildings and our 25 Year Ball was held at Flemington Racecourse. Both these events provided a 

wonderful opportunity for our community to gather and celebrate these significant milestones. 

Preparations for our 30 Year Celebration Ball are about to commence and we are seeking members of our 

community, parents and staff members, to come together to organise this important event. Our Principal, Jim 

Laussen, will lead the committee. 

Would you like to be part of the organising committee?

Have you been involved in organising a similar event?

Do you have skills that could support such an event? Skills and experience in event management/planning, 

decoration and graphic design are some examples.

We are seeking members of the organising committee that represent all sections of the College.

If you would like to apply to be part of the organising committee, could you please provide the following details: 

your name, a contact phone number and experience which you believe could be relevant and useful to the 

organising committee. 

Details can be emailed to Shirley Seit.

Committee members will be allocated Family Involvement Program hours for their contribution to the organisation 

of this event.

Parents Afternoon Tea with the Principal

Mr Laussen will be holding an informal opportunity for parents to meet with him over a cup of tea. Please feel free 

to call in should you wish to have a chat, ask a question, or share a good news story about your child.

Term 4, 2016 - Afternoon Tea

Keilor Campus, in the Principal's Office
Thursday 3rd November, 2.30pm-3.30pm

Please contact the Principal's Assistant, Josie Klarin on 9334 0149 or email if you are planning to attend an 

afternoon tea.

Reporting Absences via SMS
The College uses an SMS messaging system to contact parents regarding their child’s absence. If your child is 

marked absent and you have not reported this to the College, you will receive an SMS on your phone during the 

morning. When you receive the message on your mobile phone, the phone number may appear to be unfamiliar 
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and will change periodically, but the message will begin with OACC Absence. If two parents in a family have a 

mobile phone number recorded on the school database, both will receive the message and one or both can reply 

with details of the reason for the absence. 

Your reply will be noted by the administration officer in your child’s school. If you have any concerns, or wish to 

provide further details of your child’s absence, you may still telephone the administration officer regarding your 

child’s absence.

Sibling Applications
A reminder to Overnewton families
Parents who have a child attending Overnewton College and are interested in obtaining a position for other 

siblings in their family should contact the Registrar, Diane King on 9334 0141 and request an application form as 

soon as possible.

Some vacancies still exist for Prep 2016.

Student Withdrawals from the College
As part of the "Conditions of Entry" to Overnewton Anglican Community College, signed by all families upon 

confirmation of enrolment:

One full term's written notice is required to withdraw a student from the College. If one full term's notice 

is not given to the College, one full term's fees will be charged.

If you are able to provide more than one term's notice it would be greatly appreciated.

Notifications should be sent to Mrs Diane King.

Always Update Whispers Email Address via our Website
The most efficient way for you to ensure that your details are updated immediately is to go to the College website 

and click on the Whispers icon at the top right-hand side of the page. This will take you to the most recently 

published issue.

Scroll down the page looking at the blue ribbon on the left-hand side until you come to 

the section in white that says, ‘Stay up to date, Receive our newsletter by email'. Click 

on subscribe, follow the prompts and submit your request. Your email for the 

distribution of Whispers will be updated instantly, ensuring all future Whispers 

correspondence will be sent to that email address.

If you need to update your details at any stage, please follow the same steps but this 

time click 'Change Email'.

If you have any further difficulties, please do not hesitate to contact Susan Bates.

Please note, should you wish to update your family details for all other College 

correspondence please forward the updates to Bettina Allen by email at your earliest 

convenience.
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Working Bee - Half Day Fair Clean Up
Sunday 6th November, Taylors Lakes Campus
Please note that the working bee commences at 8.30am and not before. Hours will only be 

credited after 8.30am. The half day fair clean up will finish at 12.30pm.

Please stay as long as possible so that the clean up can be completed. Please bring along 

your own gloves and any tools you may require.

No open shoes such as sandals or thongs are to be worn at any working bees at the College. 

Please note that children are not permitted to attend working bees.

Co-ordinators: Keilor Campus, Andrew Daalmeyer - 0411 269 331 and

Taylors Lakes Campus, Sando Temelkovski - 0412 046 811

(Working Bee dates for 2016 are also listed on the College website)

Chibobo News

Chibobo Secondary School News
Following article written by Mike Lampard

This week we have heard from our Director, Staivous, that work is progressing well on the Chibobo Secondary 

School. He posted a series of updates on the school. The Chibobo community have completed making bricks, 

which should be released for the school in the coming days. This will enable the completion of the head teacher’s 

house, which needed to have some bricks relaid to bring it up to the expected standard, and also some internal 

walls in the main buildings. The other houses are basically complete.

There has also been an inspection by the District Education Board Secretary and his staff, who gave a positive 

report. Staivous is now urging the local community to put in the next effort in order to allow the school to open in 

January for the 2017 school year. The written report comments that there will be teachers appointed as soon as the 

structures are completed. Memory, one of the local Chibobo teachers, has posted how she is eagerly waiting to 

hear if she is to be appointed as a teacher to the school. She is very capable and will do an excellent job if 

appointed.

Staivous wrote: “During my birthday I had a lovely time and an opportunity to meet the District Education Board 

Secretary and his staff, who went to Chibobo with me to inspect the Chibobo Secondary School. I was happy with 

their recommendation with our building standard. They are ready to staff Chibobo Secondary School with a head 

teacher, deputy head and upper class teachers. We have two months left to finish completing some work. 

Therefore, I am calling all friends and partners to come into aid. God bless you all.”

It will be great if the 2017 Overnewton trip to Chibobo has the opportunity to contribute to the setting up of the 

school in its infancy.

Images below (left to right): teacher house looking pristine; the head teacher house had the top section rebuilt; work 

is still needed on the site; Staivous and the District Education Board Secretary.
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Head of Keilor Campus
Rob Huntington

Progressive Online Reporting                

This week the College has begun a significant change in how we provide feedback to parents about student work. 

This week, all parents of a student studying a subject at the Year 10 or 11 level (which includes Year 9 Accelerated 

Mathematics) will be the first group of families to have access to their child’s results and teacher online comments 

about the key assessment tasks that they have been working on in Semester 2. They will be able to access this 

information via the parent portal on the College website.

Feedback is among the most critical influences on student learning. To be effective, feedback needs to be clear, 

purposeful, timely, meaningful, and compatible with students’ prior knowledge.

Traditionally feedback has been communicated to parents via the end of semester reports. The College is moving 

to a system where parents will also be able to access information about student progress in a more dynamic and 

regular way. Parents can view results for key assessments, as well as progress and participation indicators, without 

waiting until the end of semester. This is known as Progressive Online Reporting.

The online information is designed to complement end of semester reporting and parent teacher interviews by 

providing a more detailed and comprehensive picture to parents throughout the year.

The benefits of Progressive Online Reporting include:

Parents receive information about their child’s learning in a more timely manner.

Regular dialogue between parents, teachers and students is promoted.

It is more meaningful and relevant and builds toward the end of semester reports.

End of semester results are more easily understood, as they are the sum of the ongoing reporting that has 

taken place throughout the terms.

The parents of students as detailed above will be able to access reporting at any time from now until the end of 

semester and should do so periodically, as teachers will be uploading information about more items of work as they 

are assessed, including information about their child’s examination.

The end of semester information will be posted online in the documents section of the online page; this will include 

a statement of results for each subject based on the progressive assessments, along with a pastoral care report.

The information provided in 2016 will be further developed for wider roll-out to other year levels from 2017. The 

data provided will differ in an age-appropriate manner and key assessment tools, such as rubrics, will be added 

over time.

Saturday’s Working Bee
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It was a day for hardy souls to be at work on the Keillor Campus grounds in cool and drizzly conditions. The co-

ordinators had plenty of equipment at hand to trim plants and clean out spouts, and the parents were busy weeding 

the garden beds. I thank all the parents who attended as the spring growth certainly needed to be tamed.
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Head of Taylors Lakes Campus
Gabe Alessandrini

Working Bee Thank You

It was about 8.45am on Saturday morning and the Bureau of Meteorology App said the temperature for Taylors 

Lakes was 9.3 degrees Celsius but it felt like 4.5 degrees Celsius! This certainly didn’t deter the 45 or so parents, 

who were in attendance at the working bee, from completing the tasks that needed to be done.

The focus was outdoors with weeding garden beds and cleaning up the northern end of the Campus as the priority 

tasks to be completed. When the showers came and literally put a dampener on the morning, indoor tasks were 

provided as an alternative, but many persevered and continued to weed garden beds and tackle clearing the area 

around the shed at the northern end of the Campus.

We often speak to students about persistence and perseverance when they sometimes find themselves being 

challenged, and on Saturday we had the perfect example how to persist with a task. Even though the conditions 

weren’t the best and the easy option would have been to pack everything up and say it was all too hard to do, 

continuing to persevere, even if it meant wearing a raincoat, was role modelling at its best.

 

A huge thank you to all of the parents that attended last Saturday’s working bee and braved those challenging 

weather conditions to complete the tasks that needed to be completed. We greatly appreciate your efforts and 
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contribution to the Campus and the College as a whole.
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Heads of Junior School
Anne McNaughton   Tracy Fielder

New students and their families coming into Prep

Following article written by Anne McNaughton, Head of Junior School, Keilor Campus

This term, our 2017 Prep students have commenced their transition into school life. The transition program aims to 

meet the intellectual and emotional needs of the young students and address the questions often raised by their 

parents.

At interview, parents ask a variety of questions relating to differences between kindergarten and school, how 

learning develops and things such as ‘what should be in the lunch box?’. Importantly, the Heads of Junior School 

also glean information from new families as to why they have chosen Overnewton for their child/family.

There are a few strong themes that have emerged over the past few years. 

Firstly, it is the reputation of the College and recommendations made by friends, neighbours and relatives.

Generally families have done a tour of the College, often a ‘School Alive’ tour. They speak of the fine standard set 

by the Middle School students as they act as tour guides and the information they passionately share about their 

Overnewton experience. The parents often mention the tone of the classrooms they have visited and how engaged 

the students are in their learning.

Comments are often shared about the Family Involvement Program and how keen they are to be involved in their 

child’s education.

Finally, another very common theme is the additional opportunities offered at Overnewton. Quality specialist 

subjects taught in purpose-built spaces and co-curricular events are equally appealing.

A great example of this was held this week in the Keilor Campus Junior School, with the House Activate event, 

where some A League Melbourne City players took the House groups through some fantastic soccer activities. 

Each House event not only promotes a team mentality, it also allows students to shine in a variety of settings, 

whether it be in a musical, sporting or performance.

It is wonderful to have these conversations with our new families and start them on their Overnewton journey. Our 

Prep teachers also embrace the transition sessions and are always amazed at how the sessions highlight just how 

far students advance from one October until the next when it starts all over again.

Be Heard Major Event: 'Books Alive'

Following articles written by Rachel Barrell, Junior School Pasteur House Co-ordinator, Keilor Campus

The Term 3 focus for House activities was the ‘Be Heard’ pillar. This pillar allows the students to experience a 

range of activities to assist them in developing and showcasing oratory skills.
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For the Books Alive event, each House was divided into four groups to bring the books featured to life. There was a 

strong connection to the library and to Book Week activities.  

Following article written by Arabella Stevens and Jasmin Nguyen, 4MO students

"On Monday 5th September, Junior School had a major House event, Books Alive. Each House team had four 

different stories that had to be performed to parents and family members. In the lead up to the performance, 

students worked very hard on rehearsing their stories. First was ‘Click Clack Moo Cows That Type’. This story was 

about animals demanding electric blankets and diving boards to make improvements to the barnyard. The next 

story was ‘Meow Said The Cow’. It was about a bunch of confused animals making different animal sounds. After 

that was ‘The Tortoise’s Gift’. This story was about some very hungry animals forgetting the name of the wonderful 

tree in the middle of the forest. The last story was ‘And The Train Goes’. It was about a day at the train station. 

Students got together three times prior to the performance to develop  speaking skills and confidence. The 

feedback we received from the audience was that the performance was really enjoyable."

 

Activate House Event
Melbourne City Football Club (MCFC) returned to Overnewton once again on Monday 17th October for the Junior 

School House Activate event, held at Keilor Campus. Students from Prep to Year 4 had the opportunity to develop 

their soccer skills and love for the game by participating in four clinics throughout the day. Volunteer students from 

Sports Education Development Australia (SEDA) assisted staff in running the four rotations, which included 

dribbling practise, playing a match and some fun activities involving giant inflatable equipment! 

All students earned valuable House points during the “Kick for Distance” rotation. They took turns kicking a soccer 

ball off a cone and into the air as far as they possibly could, with many achieving outstanding results. Kiiteh 

Hanzinikolas in Year 3 earned the title of ‘The longest kick,’ covering a whopping 23 metres! Congratulations Kiiteh.

Several groups of students were also lucky enough to meet three W-league players: Rebekah Stott, Marianna 

Tabain and Tegan Allen. They generously shared their soccer experiences and some personal career highlights 

with our Year 4s, and then joined in the fun with our Year 1s for their morning rotations.
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The event culminated in a presentation in the amphitheatre at the end of the day. Three elite A-league players – 

Ruon Tongyik, Daniel Azrani and Bruce Kamau, joined us to answer questions from our House captains, 

encouraging our young students to follow their dreams. Our own up-and-coming MCFC star, Dylan Perias in Year 

10, also shared some of his personal experiences with soccer and showcased his impressive juggling skills. Prizes 

were awarded for the longest kick in each year level and the winning House was revealed – congratulations Curie!

The House co-ordinators thank everyone who was involved in making this event such a successful one for our 

students. Special thanks to Brett Stone and Tracey Wright for their behind the scenes work, and of course to our 

MCFC players and SEDA volunteers. 

 

Year 4 Camp

Following article written by Katrina Stavrianos, Year 4 teacher, Taylors Lakes Campus

On the second week of term, the Year 4 students excitedly attended their three-day/ two-night camp at Camp 

Manyung in Mt Eliza. This group of Year 4 students unfortunately missed out on their Year 3 camp experience, as it 

was cancelled due to bushfires in the area, and were therefore anxious at the thought of staying away from home 

for two nights. In the lead up to the camp, many of our students were experiencing feelings of concern and worries.  

As we approached the campsite, there was a sense of excitement and nobody could hide their smile. The 

butterflies definitely disappeared and the only focus was running to the cabins and settling in. The buzz around the 

site as the students settled in was amazing and they couldn’t wait to start their first activity. 

Students broke off into groups and participated in a range of energetic and challenging tasks. These included the 

Giant Swing, Flying Fox, bike education, kitchen garden, low ropes and a variety of beach activities. Unfortunately, 

we couldn’t participate in the rafting activity due to the high tide. Regardless of the major downpours, we 

participated in all the fun activities and some students were even able to overcome fears and accept the various 

challenges. The activities required teamwork, strength, persistence and courage. The highlight for many was the 

Giant Swing. Their fellow group members pulled them up 18 metres into the air. Once in the air, students waited for 

the count down to tug a string, which disconnected them from a pole and made them swing through the sky. During 

free time, almost all of the Year 4 students could be find at the Gaga pit playing ‘Gaga ball’, which is modified way 

of playing dodge ball. It was a hit!

On our first night, we were very fortunate to have astronomers come to the campsite to set up their telescopes to 

observe planets. The rain and cloud cover experienced throughout the day had us worried that there would be 
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